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318 Diary of Hon. William EUery. 



DIAEY OF THE HON. WILLIAM ELLERY, OP RHODE 
ISLAND.— OCTOBER 20 TO NOVEMBER 15, 1777. 

CONTRIBUTED BY MISS HENRIETTA C. ELLERY, NEWPORT, R. I. 

[We are indebted to the courtesy of Miss H. C. Ellery for copies of a 
series of diaries kept by her grandfather during his journeys to and from 
Congress, the first of which we print in this number. — Ed.] 

Journey from Dighton, in Massachusetts Bay, to York, 
in the State of Pennsylvania, begun October 20th, 1777, 
and concluded November 15th, in company with Judge 
Dana. 

Sat out from Dighton in Mass : Bay in Comp y with the 
Honble Francis Dana Esq. 1 Oct 20 th 1777 at half past One,— 
arrived at my good old friend, Abraham Redwood Esq 2 in 
North Providence in the Evening and was detained there 
the next day by a Storm. 

22nd. — Rode to Judge Greene's 3 — Warwick — to dine, and 
reached Judge Potters So. Kingston in y 8 Evening. 

23rd. — Last Night it was said Cannon were heard towards 
Newport. Drank Tea with M r Champlin, whose "Wife was 
ill of a sore throat. 

Mth. — The weather was lowering and that and the Pros- 
pect of hearing something of the Newport Exped" detained 
us at Judge Potters. This Day had a Confirmation of the 
glorious News of the Surrendry of the Col. of the Queens 
Light Dragoons* with his whole Army. Learn hence proud 

1 Francis Dana, the eminent jurist, son of Richard Dana, of Cambridge, 
Mass., and son-in-law of Mr. Ellery. 

2 Founder of the Redwood Library of Newport, R. I. 

8 William Greene, Chief Justice, and Governor of Rhode Island from 
1778 to 1786. 
4 Gen. John Burgoyne. 



Diary of Hon. William Ellery. 319 

Mortals the ignominious End of the vain boaster ! Gave a 
Spur to Spencer by Letter. 

2hth. — The Weather still lowering and wet; abode at 
Judge Potters. — Saw the New London paper which certified 
the News of Burgoyne's Surrendry. Not a word of the 
Newport Expedition. 

2Qth. — Still dark and lowering. The weather unfit for 
journeying. Good Quarters in a Storm takes off its force, 
and renders it less disagreeable. Remained still at Judge 
Potters. 

27lh. — The Storm brews, the "Wind increasing and the 
Pain. 

28th. — The Storm tremendous. F. D. in the course of the 
last Six Days hath devoured Six Quarts of Apples & Milk. 

2dlh. — Storm abated but the Weather still foul and unfit 
for travelling — More Apples & Milk. 

30th. — Fair Weather. We sat off. — Judge Potter accom- 
panied us to M r Marchant's and until the Poad by M r Mar- 
chant's meets the great Country Road to Little Rest, where 
we parted. Before we sat out left a Letter for General 
Whipple and my Wife. Dined pretty well at Brown's a 
private house in Hopkinton, about 13 or 14 miles from Judge 
Potters. After dinner rode to Tylers which is now a pri- 
vate House opposite to the Rev d [Levi] Hart's Meeting 
House. Drank a Dish of Coffee in the Evening and were 
waited upon by a good female Body who was almost con - 
sumed with the Hysterics of Religion — vide, Dr. Lardner's 
Credibility of the Gospel History. 

31st. — Breakfasted at Lathrop's in Norwich. 1 Were obliged 
to ride round North about, on Account of the Bridge being 
out of Repair. Dined late in the Afternoon at Jesse Bill- 
ings, my Tennant in Colchester; 2 from thence rode to 
Wrights, a Tavern opposite the Meeting House, where we 
lodged tolerably well. The Night before and this Day had 
the Tooth-ache to a great Degree ; it went off in the Even- 
ing and I had a comfortable Night. 

'The Inn of Azariah Lathrop. 

1 Mr. Ellery owned a large farm in the township. 
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Nov. 1st. — Passed on a good Road from Colchester to 
Hartford, about 30 miles. Bated in Hebron, at Dewells, 12 
miles from "Wrights, passed through Bolton, dined at "Wood- 
bridges in E. Hartford on good roasted Beef, (8 miles from 
Dewells); from thence to Bulls 1 in Hartford 10 miles. 
Lodged there Saturday and Lordsday Nights. 

In Hebron met Br [John] Bartlet Surgeon Gen 1 of the 
N. Army, who had shattered his Arm by a Fall from a 
fence, and was returning Home. He told us that the Enemy 
had gone down the North River, and that Sir James Wal- 
lace commanded the Fleet on that Expedition, which was a 
mistake. At Hartford saw a Cont 1 officer who told me that 
Dr Bartlet had not acted as Surgeon Gen 1 of the Army since 
Gen 1 Gates took the Command, — that there was some mis- 
understanding between him and some of the medical Gen- 
tlemen, and that a Dr Tillochson 2 had officiated as Surgeon 
Gen 1 of the Army. We spent the Sabbath at Hartford. In 
the afternoon heard Mr [Nathan] Strong preach a good 
Sermon, and most melodious singing. The Psalmody was 
performed in all its Parts, and Softness more than Loudness 
seemed to be the Aim of the Performers. In the Evening 
waited upon Gov. Trumbull, and was pleased to find so 
much Quickness of Apprehension in so old a Gentleman. 
Connecticut have collected, and ordered Taxes to the Amount 
of One hundred thousand Pounds more than they had issued. 
— Brave Spirits ! 

3rd. — Left Hartford and bated at Farmington at Lewis's 
about 12 miles from Hartford ; from thence rode to Yale's 
12 miles, where Mr. F. D. dined on Three Pints of Milk 
and Cake lightened with Scraps, and W. E. dined on Bread 
and Milk Punch. From thence rode through Herrington 3 
over the worst road I ever passed to Litchfield, where we 
lodged with Gen 1 [Oliver] Wolcott, and were kindly enter- 
tained. He had lately returned from the Northern Army, 
where he commanded a Number — 300 I think — of Volun- 

1 The " Bunch of Grapes Tavern," kept by David Bull. 

2 Dr. Thomas Tillotson, of New York. 

3 Query. Harwinton. 
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teers, which he had collected by his Influence. He gave us 
an account of the Surrendry of the menacing Meteors, which 
after a most portentous Glare had evaporated into Smoke — 
Gov Livingston's Speech to the Assembly, Fishkill Papers 
Sept 4 th — and gave it as his opinion that the Army under 
Gen 1 Gates at the Time of y e Capitulation did not exceed 
12.000 Men. 

Ath. — Left Litchfield about nine o'clock, passed over Mount 
Tom and through a sloughy road to Flower's in part of New 
Milford where we dined. Flower's is 12 miles from Litch- 
field. Rode to Camp's about 12 miles from Flower's where 
we lodged comfortably. The Bridges along this road from 
Hartford are some of them entirely destroyed, and all of 
them out of Repair, owing to the constant passing of heavy 
loaded Wagons and the late heavy Storm. On our Way to 
Flower's we passed over Shepaug a long crazy Bridge, and 
between Flower's and Camp's over Housatonic Bridge, which 
was held together by a few "Wedges. After we left Shepaug 
Bridge, the Road to Camp's was good. 

5th. — Rode to Danbury where we breakfasted at a private 
House, after having visited every Inn for Accommodation 
but in vain : some were crowded with Soldiers, and others 
void of every necessary article of Entertainment. Danbury 
is eleven miles from Camp's. We intended when we left 
Litchfield to have gone to Peekskill, and there to have 
crossed the North River ; but, when we got to Danbury, 
were dissuaded from it by the Person at whose house we 
breakfasted ; who told us that there were Tories and Horse- 
stealers on that Road. This acct. and it being late in the 
Forenoon that it was impossible to reach Peekskill by 
Night, and not being able to procure a Lodging in Dan- 
bury, occasioned Us to take the Fishkill Road. Accord- 
ingly we sat off, bated at the Foot of Quaker Hill, about 7 
miles from Danbury, and reached Col Ludintons 8 miles 
from the foregoing Stage at Night. Here Mens meminisse 
horret ! we were told by our Landlady the Col. was gone to 
New Windsor, that there was a Guard on the Road between 
Fishkill and Peekskill, that one of the Guard had been killed 
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about six miles off, and that a Man not long before had been 
shot at on the Road to Fishkill not more than 3 miles from 
their House ; and that a Guard had been placed there for 
some time past and had been dismissed only three Days. 
We were in a doleful Pickle, not a Male in the House but 
Don Quixote and his Man Sancho and poor Pill Garlick, 
and no Lodging for the first and last but in a lower Room 
without any Shutters to the Windows or Locks to the Doors. 
— What was to be done ? What could be done ? In the 
first Place we fortified our Stomachs with Beef Steak and 
Grogg, and then went to work to fortify ourselves against 
an Attack. The Knight of the Woeful Countenance asked 
whether there were any Guns in the House. Two were 
produced. One of them in good Order. Nails were fixed 
over the Windows, the Guns placed in a Corner of the 
Room, a Pistol under each of our Pillows, and the Hanger 
against the Bed Post ; — thus accoutred and prepared at all 
Points, our Heroes went to bed. Whether the valiant Knight 
slept a Wink or not Pill Garlick cannot say, for he was so 
overcome with fatigue and his animal Spirits were so solaced 
with the Beef and Grogg, that every Trace of Fear was 
utterly erased from his Imagination, and he slept soundly 
from Evening 'till Morning without any Interruption, save 
that about Midnight he fancieth, He was waked by his 
Companion with this interesting Question delivered with a 
tremulous Voice; What Noise is that? He listened and 
soon discovered that the Noise was occasioned by some 
Rats gnawing the Head of a bread Cask. After satisfying 
the Knight about the Noise, He took his second and finish- 
ing Nap. It rained and snowed through the next Day. 

6th. — We cont 4 at Ludinton's until the afternoon, when 
the Fire-wood being gone and not thinking it prudent to 
run the hazard another Night, in so dangerous a Situation, 
we mounted our Rozinantes and set oft* for Adriance's. Just 
as we mounted it began to snow, however we pushed on and 
soon reached that Stage, it being but five miles on, in toler- 
able Order. We were ushered into a Room where there was 
a good fire, drank a Dish of Tea and were entertained during 
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great Part of the Evening with the Musick of the Spinning 
Wheel, and Wool-Cards and the Sound of the Shoemakers 
Hammer; for Adrian ce had his Shoemakers Bench, his Wife 
her great Wheel and their Girl her Wool-Cards, in the 
Room where we sat. This might be disagreeable to your 
delicate Macaroni Gentry; but by elevating our Voices a 
little, we could and did keep up Conversation amidst the 
Musick; and the Reflection on the Advantages resulting 
from Manufactures, joined to the Good nature of our Land- 
lord & his Wife, made the Evening pass off very agreeably. 
Indeed if the House of Adriance was more convenient than 
it is, I could enjoy myself there as well as at Johnston's in 
Bethlehem. 

7th. — Breakfasted at Adriance's and sat off for Fishkill 
where we arrived at Noon. Could get no Provender for our 
Horses, but at the Cont 1 . Stables. Waited upon Gen 1 . 
Putnam who was packing up, and just about setting off for 
White Plains. Chatted with him awhile and then put off 
for the Cont 1 Ferry at the North River. Fishkill is eleven 
miles from Adriance's and the Ferry six miles from Fish- 
kill. In our way to the Ferry we met President Hancock 
in a Sulkey, escorted by one of his Secy's and two or three 
other Gentlemen, and one Light-horseman. This Escort 
surprised us as it seemed inadequate to the Purpose either 
of Defence or Parade. But our Surprise was not of long 
Continuance, for we had not rode far before we met six or 
eight Light-horsemen on the Cantor and just as we reached 
the Ferry, a Boat arrived with as many more. These with 
the Light-horsemen and the Gentlemen before mentioned 
made up the Escort of Mr. President Hancock. 1 — Who would 
not be a great Man ? I verily believe that the President, as 
he passes through the Country thus escorted, feels a more 
triumphant Satisfaction than the Col. of the Queen's Light 
Dragoons attended by his whole Army and an Escort of a 
thousand Militia. 

We had a pleasant Time across the Ferry, and jogged on 

1 John Hancock passed through Bethlehem on 2d inst., escorted by 
fifteen dragoons. 
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to Major Dubois 1 a Tavern about 9 or 10 miles from thence, 
wbere we put up for the Night. "We were well entertained, 
had a good Dish of Tea, and a good Beef-steak. We had 
neither ate or drank before since we breakfasted. Dr. 
[Manasseh] Cutler invited us to dine with him at Fishkill 
but it was not dinner Time and we were anxious to pass 
Hudson and get on. 

8th. — Breakfasted at Dubois and bated at Jackson's a very 
good Tavern 10 miles from Dubois ; from thence to Ha- 
thorn's 2 where we dined is 10 miles, from thence to Carey's, 3 
17 miles where we lodged. This was a long Stage, but a 
good House which we could not have reached in Season 
if we had stopped to bate between it and Hathorn's. We 
spent a very agreeable Evening in Company with B. G-. 
Morris, who had taken Lodgings there until his Farm 
House, which was three miles east from thence, should be 
fitted up. 

9ih. — Breakfasted at Hoffman's near Sussex Court House 
and 10 or 12 miles from Carey's ; from thence rode to Willis, 
Log-Jail, where we dined. 4 Willis is 10 miles from Hoff- 
man's and from thence to Cary's is 17 miles, where we 
lodged. 5 We rode this long Stage for the same Reason we 
made a long Stage the Day before. 

10th. — Breakfasted at Cary's and rode 12 miles to Easton 
where we bated. We passed the Delaware with Gen 1 Fer- 
moy s without making ourselves known to him. From 
Easton we rode in the Rain to Bethlehem for the Sake of 
good Accommodation, and were visited by Mr. Edwine 7 

1 See Eager's Orange County, p. 538 et seq. 

2 See Penna. Mag., Vol. X. p. 370. 
"Ibid. 

4 Ibid., p. 369. 

5 Ibid. 

6 M. A. E. de Fermoy, French Engineer, was commissioned 4 Nov., 
1776, a Brigadier General by Congress. He returned to France in Jan- 
uary of 1778. Wilkinson says, " This man, like De Woedtke, turned 
out a worthless drunkard, although he wore the cross de St. Louis." 

* For memoir of Bishop John Ettwein, a distinguished clergyman of 
the American Province of the Moravian Church, see Trans. Moravian 
Hist. Soc, Vol. II. p. 247 et seq. 
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one of the Ministers of the Moravian Society who had been 
so kind as to show me the public Buildings when I was at 
Bethlehem the last June. When Congress were here in 
their Way to York, they ordered that the House of the single 
Women should not be occupied by the Soldiery or in any 
Way put to the use of the Army ; and that as little Dis- 
turbance as possible should be given to this peaceful Society, 
which Mr. Edwine took Notice of with great gratitude. 1 
A Number of sick and wounded were here, a considerable 
Quantity of Baggage and Guards ; 2 And a Number of Light- 
horse 3 were at Nazareth, feeding on the Hay and Grain of 
the Society, which I found was disagreeable ; but at the same 
time perceived that they did not chuse to complain much 
lest their Complaints should be thought to proceed not so 

1 Henry Laurens commissioned Bichard Henry Lee to issue the fol- 
lowing order : 

" Bethlehem, September 22 1777. 
"Having here observed a diligent attention to the sick and wounded, 
and a benevolent desire to make the necessary provision for the relief of 
the distressed as far as the power of the brethren enable them, 

" We desire that all Continental officers may refrain from disturbing 
the persons or property of the Moravians, and particularly, that they do 
not disturb or molest the houses where the women are assembled. 
" Given under our hands at the time and place above mentioned 
"John Hancock, Richaed Heney Lee, 

Samuel Adams, Heney Laurens, 

James Duane, William Duer, 

Nathan Beownson, Cornelius Haenett, 
Nathaniel Folsom, Joseph Jones, 
Richard Law, John Adams, 

Eliphalet Dyee, William Williams, 

Heney Merchant, Delegates to Congress." 

2 On Sept. 19 Dr. Jackson arrived with a letter from Medical Director- 
General Dr. William Shippen, that by order of Congress he was com- 
pelled to send some of his sick and wounded to Bethlehem. The fol- 
lowing day the Brethren's House (present middle building of the Female 
Seminary) was evacuated and prepared for their reception. On Sept. 23 
seven hundred and the 25th two hundred baggage-wagons, under guard 
of two hundred soldiers commanded by Col. Polk, of North Carolina, 
arrived and were parked near the Sun Tavern. 

3 One hundred and twenty dragoons of Colonels Bland's and White's 
Virginia Cavalry. 
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much from their sufferings as from a Dislike to the Ameri- 
can Cause. This People like the Quakers are principled 
against bearing Arms ; but are unlike them in this respect, 
they are not against paying such Taxes as Government may 
order them to pay towards carrying on "War, and do not, I 
believe, in a sly underhand "Way aid and assist the Enemy 
while they cry Peace, Peace, as the Manner of some Quakers, 
is, not to impeach the whole Body of them. 

11th. — Cont d at Bethlehem, the "Weather being very cold & 
the "Wind high, and our Horses wanting rest, and to have 
their Shoes repaired. — Pared exceedingly well, drank excel- 
lent Madeira, and fine Green Tea, and ate a Variety of well 
cooked Pood of a good Quality and lodged well. 

12th. — Bated at SnelPs, 1 9 miles, and ate a tolerable Veal 
Cutlet. Snell is a good "Whig. From thence to Levans 2 
about 15 miles from SnelPs where we lodged. Here we met 
Col Brown, 3 and four other New England Men. Brown gave 
us an account of his Expedition to Ti.[conderoga] and of the 
Mode of Surrendry of the vaunting Burgoyne. — The fore 
part of this Day was filled with Snow Squalls which proved 
peculiarly irksome to Mr. Dana's Servant, whose Surtout 
was stolen from him the Evening before at Johnson's by 
some Soldiers, the afternoon was comfortable but the Even- 
ing was windy and exceedingly cold. The Room in which 
we sat and lodged admitted the cold air at a thousand 
chinks, and our narrow Bed had on it only a thin Rug and 
one Sheet. "We went to bed almost completely dressed 
but even that would not do. It was so cold that I could 
not sleep. What would I not have given to have been by 
my Fireside. I wished a thousand Times that the old Fel- 
low had our Landlady. Our fellow Lodgers suffered as 
much as we did, and if they had read Tristam Shandy's 

1 Query. John Schnell, of Upper Milford township, now Lehigh 
County. 

2 See Penna. Mag., Vol. X. p. 210. 

3 Col. John Brown, of Massachusetts, who, on September 18, 1777, 
surprised the outposts of Ticonderoga, freed one hundred American pris- 
oners of war, captured four companies of regulars, a quantity of stores 
and cannon, and destroyed a large number of boats. 
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Chapter of Curses, and had remembered it would have 
cursed her through his whole Catalogue of Curses. What 
added to the Infamousness of this Tavern was the extreme 
Squalidity of the Rooms, Beds, and every Utensil. I will 
conclude my Story of this Sink of Filth & Abomination 
with a Circumstance which, while it shows that our dirty 
Landlady had some Idea of Neatness, must excite a con- 
temptuous smile. The Table on which we were to break- 
fast was so inexpressibly nasty, that we begged she would 
put a clean napkin on it, to which this simplex munditus ob- 
jected that the Coffee might dirty the Cloth. — I intended to 
have finished here, but the Avarice of this Mass of Filth 
was as great as her Sluttishness, — was so great that I can- 
not forbear noticing it. Notwithstanding that we had 
nothing of her but a bit of a Hock of Pork, boiled a second 
Time, and some Bread and Butter — "We found our own Tea 
& Coffee, and Hay & Oats for the Horses — this Daughter of 
Lycurgus charged for M r Dana, myself and Servant, thirty- 
eight Shillings lawful Money ! 

lZth. — Met Mr Samuel and Mr John Adams 1 about 9 miles 
from Levan's, and hard by a Tavern. — They turned back to 
the Inn where we chatted, and ate Bread & Butter together. 
They were to my great Sorrow bound home. I could not 
but lament that Congress should be without their councils 
and myself without their conversation. "We reached Bead- 
ing where we put up at one Hartman's 2 near the Court house, 
in the middle of the afternoon. It was with great Difficulty 
that we could get a Lodging. We were obliged to lodge in 
the same Room with a curious crazy genius. We went to 
bed about 9 O'clock. About half-past ten, in came the 
genius thundering. He stamped across the Room several 
Times, and then vociferated for the boot-jack. He pulled 
off his boots hummed over a Tune, lighted up his Pipe, 
smoked a few whiffs, took his Pen and Ink and began to 
write, when there was a keen rapping at our Chamber Door. 

1 See " The Life and Works of John Adams," Vol. III. p. 88 et eeq. 
* John Hartman's name appears in the list of innkeepers of Eeading, 
Berks County, as early as 1762. 
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He turned his head towards the Door and was silent. Im- 
mediately the Door was forced open, and such a Scene pre- 
sented as would have intimidated any Person of less heroism 
than F. D. and "W. E. In rushed a Serjeant's Guard with 
fixed Bayonets and arrested the Genius. All was confusion. 
There was ' Damn your Blood Sir, ' what do you mean' ? 
I arrest you Sir; seize his papers. 'Gen 1 Mifflin' — '"War- 
rant' — ' Challenge' — Let me put on my Cloaths. I'll go with 
you to Gen 1 Mifflin. You shall go to a House twenty times 
as good for you. I'll take care of you. After some time 
w r e found that our cracked Genius had challenged Gen 1 Mif- 
flin and therefore was arrested. They took him away, but 
he had not been gone long, before he returned to the House 
cursing and swearing, and was locked up in another cham- 
ber. Two Officers who were in Bed in that Chamber were 
obliged to decamp to make Way for him and took his Bed 
in our Boom. The Knight of redoubted Valour, had at his 
Return got up dressed himself and told the Officer of the 
Guard, that he had put the Genius into a Passion, and that 
he must not be put into our Room to disturb us, which occa- 
sioned his Quarters being shipped. The Two Officers before 
mentioned told us that the Genius when he was enraged as 
he then was, was a ferocious Creature, and that We might 
expect that he would attempt to recover his old Lodging 
before Morning. The Landlady, her Daughter and Maids 
were all roused and had got up the Landlord, and Pill Gar- 
lick kept snug in bed, all the females and the Knight were 
busily employed half an hour in putting the Lock of our 
Door in order. "When that was effected the Knight put his 
Pistols under his head, his hanger in the Chair near the bed, 
and then came to bed. In the Morning early the Genius 
rose, strutted about his Prison hummed over a Tune in 
seeming good humor. After some time was discharged, 
came into our Room asked our Pardon for the Disturbance 
he had occasioned and offered us some of his Loaf Sugar to 
sweeten our Tea. He then waited on Gen 1 Mifflin returned 
and said he was a clever fellow ; but swore damn him that 
he would go and kill the Officer of the Guard if he could 
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find him. Out he went, but what became of him I know 
not ; for we set off, but I believe he killed nobody. 

14$. — Crossed the Schuylkill dined at Miller's 1 near the 
Town of Ephrata aV die. Dunkard's Town and lodged at 
Lititz, 2 a little Moravian Settlement, where we lodged in 
Clover. We lodged in Cabins 3 about 3 feet wide, a straw 
bed was at the bottom, a feather bed on that, Sheets ; a thin 
feather Bed supplied the Place of Blankets, and a neat 
Calico Coverlid covered all ; and our Lodging Room was 
kept warm, during the Night by a neat earthen Stove which 
in Form resembled a Case of Drawers. 4 

15$. — Crossed Anderson's Ferry 5 which is 17 miles from 
Lititz about noon, and in the afternoon reached York Town 
which is 10 miles from the Ferry and so finished our Jour- 
ney of four hundred and fifty miles. 

1 Miller's Tavern was located at the cross-roads, half a mile west of 
Ephrata. 

2 In Warwick township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. The town 
was laid out in 1756. 

* Low wooden bedsteads for one person ; in winter provided with "side- 
boards" to prevent the bedclothes falling off a restless occupant. 

4 For a drawing of one of these tile-stoves, preserved in the Hall of 
the Moravian Historical Society, at Nazareth, Pa., see Dr. Edward Eg- 
gleston's " Church and Meeting-House before the Eevolution," Century 
Magazine, Vol. XXXIII. p. 906. 

6 The first ferry above Wright's Ferry (Columbia), on the Susque- 
hanna. 
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